The ecology of the free living stages of Nematodirus filicollis.
The development and survival of the eggs of Nematodirus filicollis placed on grass plots over a period of a year were studied. Development took place at every season although it was more rapid in the warmer months. Yields of larvae were highest from eggs placed outside during February, March and April. Larvae persisted for two to two and a half years after eggs were placed on the pastures. The extraordinary persistence of the eggs and larvae of N filicollis makes control of the parasite difficult.